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SERMON. 


2 KINGS. XVII. 30—32. 


Neither let Hezekiah make you tru in the Lord, 
faying, the Lord will furely deliver us, and this 
City fhall not be delivered into the hand of the 
Fang of Affyria. Hearken not unto Hezekiah : For 
thus faith the King of Affjria, make an agreement 
with me by a prefent, and come out to me, and then 
cat ye every man of his owt vine, and every one of 
his fig-tree, and drink ye every one the waters of 
his ciftern: Until I come and take you au 
Jand like your own land, a land of corn Gnd wine, 

@ land of bread and vineyards, a fan vlc 
and of honey, that ye may live and not die: And 
hearken not unto Heze. ee when he al Yous 
Saying the Lord wilt er Use 


WO ways, from the word of God, may 

we learn the mind of God and his coun- 

fel to us—either from what God enjoins 

or from what his people under fuch’ cir- 

cumftances have pratticed, or by what Satan and 
his inftruments would diffuade us from or p per=je 

fuade us to,—and by the laft, often, with the 

fame evidence as by the firft ; as Satan and his 
inftruments, according to their meafure of power” » 
and craft, are always engaged in endeavours to 
—_ us from the right ways of the Lord, and lead 
us 
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us into evil; and as, in proportion to. the-cvil, 
they ever proportion their defires and endeavours 
to lead us into it. Satan is well pleafed to eh 
Job into outward diftrefles ; but he would he 
more pleafed if, by this means, he may conquer 
his virtue and induce him to blafpheme his ma- 
ker, as far_the greater.evil.—In a ward, as Gad 
is ever doing good and _perfuading us to obey 
and follow’ him, as the greateft good, fois Satan, 
and fo, according to their meafure,-are Satan’s in- 

~ ftruments, doing us evil, and, « like Lions feck. 
ing whom they may devour,” ftudying to keep 
us from God, and lead us, under various guifes, 
to fin the yreateit evil, and to all other evil accor. 
ding as itiseyil, = : 

‘Thus, in the paflage before us, does a fervant 
of the King of Affyria, an eminent emblem of Lu- 
cifer, in obedience tohis mafter, endeavour to lead 

ews to the grcateft evil, even to caft off their 

ind regard to his fervants, and per- 

> them toa furrender of their earthly all to 

‘the mere will of his mafter. For this purpofe he 

ufes many. founding unmeaning promiifes, 

and mixes with them the’moft imperious threat- 
nings.  _ é : 

He tells them that he come from the great 
King of Aflyria—boafts of what his mafter had 
done—and would perfuade them that it would be 
no lofs to them to fubmit—and thatit was in 
vain to truit in either God or man for help againft 

=fuch 2 power. Hezekiah, a fervant of God, and 
they that were with him, would perfuade the 
Jews notto fubmit that tho’ their enemies were in- 
deed firong, yet the Lord was mightier—and that ° 
agreeable to his wanted righteoufnefs and mercy, 
they might in a humble obedient regard to him, 
. al yet 
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folute neceflity of fubmiffion and difuading them 

from atruft in God, which he moft dreaded, as 

knowing that their fafety muft chiefly depend on 

this, ete. 
Let us confider, 

1. The natare and importance of atrue truft 
in God—from which Rabfhakeh would difluade 
the Jews. 

Il. The nature of the propofals which Rabfha- 
kch makes to the Jews. 


Il. The motives, addreffed to their hopes and 


fears, by which he enforces thefe propofals. 
IV. The applicablenefs of this—to the tempta- 


tions of Satan in general, or to the fituation ‘of 


this land in particular. 

LT. Let us attempt fome view of the nature and 
importance of .a true truft in God—from which 

Rabfhakeh would diffuade the Jews. 

« Truftin the Lord with all thy heart,” faith 
true wifdom—truft in the Lord at all times faith 
a fervant of God ; “ truft not in the Lord, ”’ faith 
an inftrument of Satan. “Both a sf its i 


worth, and therefore heartily recommendit.. Sa- 
tan is well apprifed of the danger from it to his 
intereft, and therefore does his utmoft to prevent 
it. Its importance is fealed by the pains God 


takes to promote and fecure this truft, inthe dif. © 
play of divine power, wifdom, fufliciency and faith. 
fulnefs, in the works, word, and previdence of - 


God ;—and by all the wiles of Satan, from his 


grand fuccefs with dur firft parents, through all” 


~ the temptations he ufes with the children of men— 
. In 


yet hope in the Lord. Satan therefore puts Rab. = 
fhakeh on ae little difadvantage and ab- 


aes 


In all of which, the fuccefs of his moft dangerous 
attempts on mankind have ever depended on his 
keeping out of view, or leading the foul to dif 
truft the divine power, wifdom, holinefs, or fuffi- 
ciency. 

If in addition to this, we remember the bleffed 
advantages of frufting in Gad—that “ they that 
trufiin the Lord fhall be as mount Zion”, and on 
the other hand, the awful doom of the fearful 
and unbelieving ; it may well induce, even the 
carelefs mind to enquire fomething about its na- 
ture, and difpofe all to look to the foundation 
of their confidence. = x 

Let us employ a few thoughts. on the general 
nature of truti—the diftinguifhing nature of truft 
in God—and the principle exercifes of this truft. 

1. Let us think a little of the general nature 
of tru. ——’Tis then a quieting regard to the 
ability, love, wifdom, or faithfulnefs of any be- 
ing ; exercifing which, the foul fo-far refts, as a 
building on its foundation. Or it is the expecta- 
tion of fome particular, general, or fupreme good 
from the object on which the foul leans, as fuita- 
ble to afford the expected fupport. *Tis then a 
reafonable and fight confidence when only that 
is expected which the object, on which the’ foul, 
either partially or fully leans, is fitted to afford, 
‘by power, fituation, or will, that which is expec- 
ted: Thus, in animate things, we truft in a faff 
to fupport ns. We truft in wholefome food. to 
nourith us—we expect thelter from the rain ina 
faflicient- howler good crop from a fertile foil, ~ 
and warmth, Ufpelly, from clothes. : 

So in things animate, we expect, ufually, la- 
bour from the ox ; fwiftnefs from the horfe. 
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So in rational beings—we truft in the wife for 
direétion—the faithful that they will fpeak the 
truth—the holy and righteous that they. will fet 
us a good example.— And in a degree, we always 
truft in the good, the faithfal, the rich, the wife, 
for help, fupport, comfort, or needful countel. 

Truft is thus allied to expectation ; but ever 
diftinguifhed from it, in that we expect evil as 
well as good, but we never truft in any object for 
apprehended evil. Truftis alfo nearly related to 
hope ; but—ever diftinguifhed from it, as_feeing 
and travelling towards afirm rock are diftingui- 
fhed from leaning or ftanding, and depending 
upon the ftability of that rock. 

Hope is defiring and expecting fome good 
viewed as at adiftance. Truft is delighting in, 
and leaning upon, and expecting the continuance 
of jome good viewed as prefent. Expectation 
fhall be {wallowed up ;—hope exchanged ; but 
truft in the fupreme good fhall ever remain with 
the holy. 

Truft may differ in degree, and in its objects ; 
but it has ftill the fame general nature, even when 
there is much uncertainty ; as in our regard to 
the teftimony of a perfon of a doubtful character, 
fo long as there is any expectation of that for 
which we truft in the objeét.—Then only does 
it quite vanifh, when all the apprehended grounds 
of truft vanith—when the ftaff breaks—the rock 
finks—the houfe is broken up—the harveit is 
quite blafted ;—-or, in general, when that comes 
which quite removes the ground of our trutt ; 
a cafe which the difciples were ready to think had 
happened, when after the death of Chrift they 
fay, “ we truited that it was he that fhould have 
delivered Ifrael.” 

Re Thus 


oo 


eee eee ee 


f 10 ] 


Thus far the truft in general.— With regard 
to the diftinguifhing nature of truft in God, we 
obferve—’Tis an entire perfuafion of the fuffici- 
ency of his power, wifdom, holinefs, and goodnefs, 
which quiets, animates, and regulates the foul, 
and warms it into a ferene calm, and healthy exe 
ercife of all its powers for God ;—or it is a re- 
gard to this glorious objeét according to its glo- 
rious nature. 

Of confequence there is a two fold foundation 
of a right holy truft in God—the unchangeable 
glories of God—and a right relifhin our hearts. 

The foundation in God is what God is and has 
done. Here, affuredly, there is the moft perfect 
foundation of truft. 

Do we expect that a rock will fupport us. « The 
Lordis a rock”. His power formed and upholds 
the known and unknown worlds. Unfhaken and 
fecure in himfelf, though the weight of worlds 
lies on him, yet he fupports them all with infinite 
eafe, as the mafly rock the little duft. 

Do we place confidence in the counfels and _ di- 
rections of the wife ? Behold,“ the only wife 
God’, compared with whom the knowledge 
and wifdom of men and angels is but folly. Does 
he counfel and direét us ? He cannot be miftaken. 
Shall we not truft to his counfels and rely on his 
direétions ? Shall our hearts venture a fingle 
movement, as doubtful whether it is infinitely 
fafeft and beft for us to depend, and abfolutely 
rely on his determination of our end, bufinefs, 
path, or happinefs ? 

Do wetrutt that fellow creatures of approved 
fidelity will not deceive us? Shall we not, with- 
out wavering, tryft that holy “* God who can- 
not lie”? ? 


: Do 
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Do we often truft much to, and build much 
upon the goodnefs of a fellow creature ? Shall 
we not truft the goodnefs of the Father of the 
Univerfe ; that he will do towards us all, that 
which is, on the whole beft ? Do we expect much 
from a {park of goodnefs? Shall we not truft in 
goodnefs itfelf ? 

Do we truft much to the ftedfaftnefs of fome 
among our fellow creatures? Shall we not in- 
tirely depend upon it that the unchangeable God 
will conduét like himfelf ? 

But now of thefe, and all his infinite glories 
God has given, and we may find complete evi« 
dence. His power crouds on our view in all we 
fee and know, {mall and great. ‘ The heavens 
proclaim his glory’’, as their almighty builder. 
And earth has as many voices as inhabitants, ‘or 
even as fpires of grafs, or particles of duft; to 
fhout forth to every attentive ear “ Lord God 
Almighty”. His wifdom fhines in all the harmo- 
ny of creation. 

His goodnefs mildly, but brightly beams forth 


~ in all the avenues for the objects of our fenfes— _ 


in all the pleafing engagements and difcoveries of 
reafon and imagination—in all the evil prevented 
and good beftowed. ~ 

His Holinefs fhines in his law—is difcovered by 
the awaken’d, and relifh’d by the fanctified con- 
{cience. 

His unchangeablenefs is the refult of his other 
glories—and is ftrongly mark’d in the ordinances 
of heaven, and attefted by the fteddy laws of 
nature. 

His grace and promifes are rich and large —in 
harmony with himfelf, and adopted to remove 
thofe dreadful bars that fin and guilt had thrown 

in the way. : Thus 
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~ Thus is there a foundation in God, large and 
firm enough to fecure the truft of all thote whofe 
hearts are prepared to fee and acknowledge God. 

But tho’ there is infinite reafon, in what God ; 
is and does, for entire truft in him ; yet, plainly, 
many “ truft not in the living God”. Many for- 
get God, or, “ thro’ pride of countenance will 
not feck him’. Many have no conformity to 
his image, concern about his favour, or regard 
to his Son ; or feel fenfible eppofition and aver- 
fion, directly oppofite to tru. There muft then 
be a belief of the divine Being and Perfedctions. 

We may be fupported by we know not what : 
But we cannot troft in that of which we have 
no knowledge. We often miftake indeed, and 
in our truft in creatures generally, or univerfal- 
ly, rather ; yet even here we truft in them as be- ™ 
ing fufficient ; and can no otherwife truft in any 
thing, than as thus apprehended by us. 

Further, 

There muft be alfo a fatisfaction in thefe per- 
fections. 

However grand and auguft our views of God’s 
glories are ; yet we fhall truft in them no other- ee 
wife than as we délight iu them, or are pleafed 
withthem, eitherinthemfelves, or in fome relation 
to us. But if, as is often the cafe, we truft in, 
or expect the continued exercife of the divine 
power and. wifdom in confined refpects, or for 
foreign reafons, as—upholding and directing the 
fun, rain, and all thofe things which are agreable 
to us: yet this is rather a fecondary truft; fince, 
with our regard to thefe inferior objects, our truft 

ceafes ;—-as we ceafe to regard a particular inftru- 
ment when its ufe is gone. Such a fecondary 

truft in God we may have, and often have, while 
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’ trees are green in winter, fo this truft will caufe 
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a large view of the divine power and wifdom in 
upholding and governing, directing and enforce- 
ing, are painful to us. We truft no further than 
we are pleafed with thefe glories. Even he that 
vainly thinks that thefe perfections fhall be to his 
eternal benefit ; yet he trufts not in them, fo long 
as he does not relifh the direction of the divine 
wifdom, and dictates of the divine authority in 
the law of God. This has to his view no perfect 
wifdom ; and therefore he ever contrives fome 
way to caft it afide. “In order to this truft, an ho- 
ly relith of foul is neceifary. : 

As this relifh is not univerfal or natural to 
mankind,’ it is neceflary, in order to truftin God, 
that we be “‘born again”—-renewed in the tem- 
per of our hearts, or have a “‘new heart’. We 
muft be broken off from our vain confidence in the 
creature and ourfelves—our own itrength, wif- 
dom, and righteoufnefs.. For as God Jooteth to 
the humble ; {o only the humble can look to God 
in the exercife of a holy truft. So far as the 

eart fails of juft views and fenfe ofits own little- 

nefs and lothfomenefs, or of an holy relifh for the 
divine glories ; fo far muft it fail of a right truft. 

As to the principal exercifes and effects of this - 
truft, we can hint but briefly. 

In general,—we fay 

A true truft in God quiets the foul. “ He that 
trufts in the Lord {hall be as Mount Zion’. So 
again, fays the Pfalmift, «« He fhall not be afraid 
of evil tidings ; his heartis fixed trufting in the 
Lord”. Though winds of fears and troubles blow, 
yet he is fixed, by an holy truft on the rock of 
ages. “Lam”, fays the Pfalmift, “like a green 
olive tree ; for I truft in thy word”. As fome 
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the foul to flourifh even in the cold blafts of out- 
ward diftref$—It prevents murmurings as its 
dire&t oppofite.—It keeps us from crooked paths, 
as oppofed to the wife and holy direétions of 
God ; in which we truft as bett. 

This truft is exercifed, principally and univer- 
fally, in committing the foul and all its concerns 
to God for time and eternity—-leaning on him as 
able and fufficient to uphold us. 

This is actively exprefled in various ways. 
°Tis exercifed in prayer. As faith the Pfalmitt, 
“truft in the Lord at all times, pour out your 
hearts before him”. It is directly exprefled in 
praife ; in which the foul looks over, delights in, 
and refts upon the fulnefs of God. It is exerci- 
fed inremembering paft fupport, and in fecking 
future favours. It has much place in reading and 
ftudying the works and word of God—that we 
may know more of the glory, and learn the mind 
and will of God. 3 

Avain. As we are finners, this truft is exerci- 
fed in gofpel repentance and faith—in hating fin, 
lothing ourfelves, and lying low before God ; in 
all of which, fo far as evangelical, the foul trufts 
in God, as being, directing, and doing all that 
which is right. In faith ’tis dire@tly exercifed in 
trufting toa crucified rifen Saviour, as the image of 
the Father, the gift of his love, in whom are dif- 
played, and by whom are eftablifhed all the decla- 
rations of the divine authority, wildom, holinefs, 

and love, in the works and law of God. Thus 
does this truftimply, and furnifh the foul for the 
exercife of true love to God and his creatures. 

Of confequence La/ly—this truft flows forth 
in obedience to the commands of God. Why 
are any difobedient ; when there is fuch infinite 

reafon 
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yveafon for obedience to God? God declares the 
univerfal caufe in the cafe of Ifracl—‘* She obey- 
ed not. my voice ; She trufted not in the Lord”. 
Do we truft in God ? We juft fo far believe and 
feel the reality of his being, and the perfection 
and defirablenefs of his authority. Do we truft 
that God’s direétions are fafe and beft ? We are, 
jut fo far, impelled to walk in the paths, and ufe 
| the methods and means—his authority and wil- 
* dom point out. 
This is, 1 think, fome fketch of a true truft in 
God :—that truft, from which Rabfhakeh would 
diffluade the Jews.—And well he might. For fo 
far as they trufted in God, they built on that 
which infinitely funk his mafter Did they 
truft in the divine power, as fufficient ? Where 
are his proud queftions, “‘ Who is your God, that 
he fhould deliver you out of the hand of my 
mafter” ? Did they truft in the divine wifdom ? 
Where are his and his mafter’s crafty defigns ? 
Did they truft in the divine righteouinefs and 
mercy, to vindicate their caufe againft an unjuft 
and cruel invader? It finks his mafter and him- 
felf into monfters, mere beafts of prey. Well | 
._ might he then defire to prevent this truft, which 
effectually barr’d all his propofals to them. 
Let us briefly view 
2. The nature of the propofals which Rab- 3 
fhakeh makes to the Jews. 
As he eagerly difluades them from trufting 3 
God; fo he warmly preffes them to truft him 
and his matter. 
He propofes then to the Jews to “ make an a- 
greement with him by a prefent ”. This is an 
eafy way of ending a great difliculty—if the pre- 
fent be not too large. What fort of a prefent 
mutt 
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muft this needs be that would fatisfy bim? Aflur- 
edly, nothing fhort of an entire fubmiffion.’ No- 
thing fhort of pre/enting their eftates to his will— 
to be ufed as he thought proper ;—their bodies 
to his fervice, and their religion to this regulati- 
on—fo far, at leaft, as to acknowledge that there 
was no God like the King of Affyria. A prefent 
indeed this! He is willing to compliment them 
fo far, if they will make this entire fubmiflion, 
as to call it a prefent.—But have we not mifta- 
ken him ? would he be contented with no prefent 
fhort of this? plainly, he would not. *Tis ever 
included , in entire unreferved {ubmiflion —tho’ 
called by the foft name ofa prefent. And, as very 
decifive evidence, we are juft before informed 
that Hezekiah had given his mafter “ all the fil- 
ver found in the houfe of the Lord, and in the 
treafufes of the Kings houfe”. But this was not 
enough. Still the call is fora Pre/ent—as long as 
there is any thing left to prefent. For no pre/eni— 
they could fend would anfwer: But they mutt 
“ come out”, and prefent it, and themfelves a- 
long with it; or elfe it would never fatisfy this 
horfe-leech, crying, “ give, give’. 
Let us take notice, 
Of the motives, addrefled to their hopes 
and fears, by which he enforces thefe propofals. 

There needed affuredly, fome very important 
reafons to enforce fuch propolals as thefe. Rab- 
fhakeh has the reafons ready to aflign. 

He tells them that if they will make an unre- 
ferved fubmiflion—prefenting themfelves and 
their all to him,—he will engage, and furely they 
may believe him, after he has prevailed on them . 
to diftruft God,—that he will prefent back a- 


gain to them enough of their own for them to 
live 
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live comfortably upon, and enftire to them the 
quiet enjoyment of it. They fhall “eat’’, at 
leaft as long as his mafter in his wifdom thought 
beit, “¢ every man of his own vine; and every one 
of his fig tree, and drink every one the water of 
his ciftern’’?: Which they were fenfible, was the 
very matinet in which their God ufed to {peak 
of biefling them.—They fhould plant and few; 
and have enough for their fubfittance at harvett, 
and his word for their fecurity from their enemies 
on all fides. They fhould enjoy all this inas 
great a degree, and as long, as the great King of . 
Affyria thought belt. And, furely, this muit be 
fafer for them, than to be left to their own judg- 
ment in difpofing of, and. their own ftrength in 
defending themelves and fubftance: He engag- 
iat they fhall bé dreflers of their own fields 
and vineyards—for a feafon ; and that if the 
great King of Affyria thought beft in his wifdom, 
after a time, to remove them to fome other parts 
-of his dominions, yet, he engages that they fhould 
be carried toa land as good as their own, and of 
the fame kind ; where they fhould enjoy all need- 
ful food, drink and cloathing in the cultivation of 
the country : And as this was all they could rea- 
*fonably delire, their cafe muft needs be far better 
to enjoy thefe under the fecurity of fuch a wile; 
great, and good King ‘as his mafter. : 
Thus far, he addrefles their hopes:—. But, now, 
to faften, and give force to, the reafons*for the . 
propofed fubmiffion,— he attacks their fears,— 
and tells them that, if they will not fubmit, die 
they muft, and die they fhall—that there was no 
way for them to preferve their lives—no “way 
that they might “live and not die’’, but accepts - 
ing his offers ;—-for neither God or man would 
€ z OF 
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or could defend them.—He makes the propofals 
in mere compaflion to them, before he ftrikes 
the fatal blow ;—which in the name, and armed 
with the ftrength of his mafter, he fhall immedi: 
ately deal out to them, unlefs they immediately 
comply with his juft and merciful propofals.— 
And now what will they do, “ that he may give 
anfwer to him that fent him’’? Will they fubmit 
and live, and live comfortably, or dic miferably ? 
Let us view alittle, ~ - 

. The applicablenefs of this to the temptations 
of Bids in general,—or the fituation of this 
fandin particular. 

As to the applicablenefs of this to the tempts. 
tions of Satan, in general, 

This is what Satan has always attempted, and 
that in which he has had dreadful fuccefs, to pre- 
vent truft in God. 

Thus did he attack, and thus, to the ruin of 
themfelves and the whole family of mankind, did 
he fucceed with our firft parents.—From the na. 
ture and itrictnefs of the command, arguing a- 
gain the reality of it—* yea hath God faid ye 
fhall not eat of every tree of the garden” :—And 
from the feverity of the threatning, and the {fen- - 
fible, or imagined advantages of difobedience, 
prefling the conclufion, that the threatning was 
only a fcareerow ;— ‘“‘ye fhall not furely die ; 
for Ged doth know that in the day ye eat, your 
eyes fhall be opened”. In both, urging a diftruft 

_of the truth, faithfulnefs, wifdom, and goodnefs 
of God.e-As if, though God would not be much - 
difpleafed with their ditobedience, yet he begrutch’d 
them the advantage they would gain by it. Thus 
has Satan conduéted ever fince. So long as he 


ean keep out of view the power, prefence, 
authority, 
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authority, wifdom, goodnefs, and holinefs of God, 
or darken the foul’s-view and fenfe of them, fo 
that they fhall have on the mind only the force of 
doubtful conclufions ; fo long has he eafy accels 
to the foul—to unhinge it from all defires, and 
endeavours to obey God, and, on the contrary, 
lead it by hopes and fears addreffed to all the 
common {prings of the foul, to trample on the 
divine commands, and give the finful heart flow- 
ing reins. A foul, uninfluenced by truftin God, 
Satan eafily perfuades that in the ways of fin it 


fhall find earthly eafe and pleafure, the only things 


of importance when, and fo far as the foul dif- «© 


trufts God,-—that in this way it may enjoy tiches ) 


and honour, gratify the fenfes, and “‘ fulflthe de. 


fires of the flefh and of the mind”, and all with- 
out any difturbance or fear ; or, that if any fet of 
pleafures fail, others fhall come to fupply their 
places—that if the imagin’d pleafures of godlinefs 
fail, the pleafures of fin fhall abound—far more 
to our relifh—that if we are taken away, we fhall, 
at leaft, enjoy cafe, and may expectfych good as 
fuits us, if we furvive death, fo as to be capable 
of pain or pleafure. On the other hand, Satan 
perfuades the foul, void of truft in God, that if it 


will not hearken to the counfel of lufts, there ig 


prefent death to all comforts, in pleafing ourfelves, 
ratifying our lufts, and enjoying the good our 
eart relifhes—-and that it were as well to die, as to 
be deprived of the pleafures of fin, and comeunder 
the reftraints, and walk in the glooms of religion, 
In this, Satan ever fucceeds, juft fo far as he can 
introduce diftruft-of the truth, holinefs, or in ge- 
neral of the perfections ef God. : , 
So long as the foul firmly affents to the truth 
of God, and confides in his wifdom, and refts i1 
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his fufficiency, Satan finds no opening to intro- 
duce his temptations—here he muft and does be- 
in, and here, alas, he has melancholly fuccefs. 

As to the applicablenéfs of this to the fituation 
of this Jand in particular—We obferve 

1. Here is a mighty claim of Rabfhakeh, in the 
name of the king of Affyria, that they, the Jews, 
fhould agree with him, fubmit, and prefent their 
earthly all to him and his fervice. Whence is then 
his right to this.? It fhould feem that one of thefe 
three involve the beft title that we can make out 
for him—— 

Fither-——that their father Abraham, from whom 
the Jews profefled to defcend, came from theland 
of Chaldea, and fo was a’ fubject of that empire ; 
and of confequence they alfo, as defcendants from 
him—or that not long before, under the reign 
of Ahaz, the Affyrian King had fubdued the 
City of Damafcus and kingdom of Syria, a neigh- 
bouring power, which had long been a fcourge to 
the Jews—sor, if this evidence were not complete, 
that the King of Affyria had fome hundred thou- 
fand men, ready to prove, at the point of the 
fword, the argument full and unanfwerable. 

Thus the Parliament of Britain claima right 
to us and ours in America—to do with us and 
ours as they fhall think beft,—-with refpect to life 
and property—all that which can come under the 
jurifdiction of any earthly power. They defire 
that we would agree with them in this,—and 
make them a prefent of ourfelves and our earthly 
all, to be difpofed of as they fhall judge proper. 
They. defire that we fhould yield their right to 
this: Or, in their own language, they claim, and 
infift on our yielding it to them that, “ of right, 
they have power to bind the people of theie colo- 
nies 
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nies by flatutes im all cafes whatfoever”’ : And ace 
cordingly they arc now attempting to enforcethis ~ 
claim. 
Whence, now, arifes this right ? 
‘Tis urged, that our fathers came from Britaip, 
a century or two ago, and-that, being fubjects of 
Britain, before they came here, they, and their 
pofterity, to all generations, muft and ought to 
remain {o.——Though it is obfervable that it there ~ 
is any force in this, ’tis cither in a great meafure 
loft by our fathers coming directly from another 
country, Holland, where they had long lived as 
fubjects—or elfe the argument will recoil, on 
themfelves,,and oblige them to this entire fub- 
miflion to the inhabitants of Afia, from whence, 
afluredly, their fathers came. But inftead of 
this, they attempt to enflave them as well as us. 
In addition to this, ’tis urged that Britain has 

‘defended and fecured the Colonies—and latel 
conquered Canada, a neighbouring power, which 
had long been a fcourge to us. For this fervice, 
without confulting us, they judge themfelves cn- 
titled to the difpofal of us, and our property, 
Although it might feemp but fair, firft to have 
ftated their accounts, and defired ours, and pro- 
pofed a fair reckoning, and then demanded the 
balance, if any due. Inftead of which, they 
make the charge, proye their own accounts, and 
proceed to an attachment of us and our proper- 
ty, without allowing any appeal froin their deci- 
fion—although we, as well as the Jews, and all 
mankind, fhould be unwilling for a pretended 
creditor to be both judge and executioner ; and 
although much of their charge againft us appear 
to us, and many among themfelves, either 
-groundlefs or much too high 5. and alt ough 
. Se 
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no credit be allowed us in balance of that part 
-of their account which is reafonable. If we 
afk, did Aflyria conquer Canaan for Ifrael ? The 
anfwer isno. Afk again; did Britain purchafe 
or conquer America for our Fathers ? The plain 
anfwer is no, they did not.. The fame God that 
. conduéted Ifrae] into the land of Canaan, con- 
ducted, and in his providence, made way for our 
Fathers.—-Enquire further, did Britain defend 
thefe Colonies in their infancy ? The anfwer muft 
ftill be no. But we are told, perhaps Britain 
would have defended us, if we had been attack. 
ed. Wehear of no attempts to defend us in 
the only capital inftance of defigns againft us. 
Weare then informed theie defigns would have 
been multiplied and furely fucceeded, had not 
fear of the power of Britain prevented, ’Tis 
hard to prove or difapprove this article of charge 
againft us—If allow’d—and Britains claim in 
confequence ; we are indebted——as a flock of fheep 
to wolves, that have fecured them by their how. 
lings, tho’ without defign, from foxes and fmall 


dogs, and then devour them for their pay— as, fure, - 


no powers that would have attack’d us, would 
have aim’d at more than to do with us and ours as 
they fhould think beli. But however this be—~ 
we are defited to remember that, lately, Britain 
has conquered Canada. Tho’ here, the argu- 
ment of the Affyrian king feems to have the ad- 
vantage ; as he conquered Damafcus on. fome 
particular defires and fubmiffions of Ahaz, and 
without any aid from him : whereas Britain con- 
guered—with the fully proportion’d help of Ame- 
rica, this Province in particular. Both agree in 
this—that both Affyria and Britain have retain’d 
the foyereignty and property to themfelves. 


But, 


~ 
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_ But, now, if from thefe two arguments, theré 
is not a full conviction on our minds of our 
obligation to yield the point of right; Britain, 
as well as Aflyria, has another argument at hand, 
which fhe fuppofes muft produce conviction. 
She has and fends her fleets and armies, to prove 
every part of the argument, which might feem 
otherwile‘to fail. re 

This leads us to obferve 


~~, “The correfpondence in the motives, urged 


by each to inforce their claims. 

The offers made by Rabfhakeh are that, if 
the Jews will agree with him, and fubmit to 
him, and make him a prefent of their earthly all, 
themfelves and {ubftance—they fhall for a feafon, 
at leaft, have a fubfiftance, with his fecurity, by 
their Jabour on their own. 

Thus does Britain promife that, if we will part 
with the right, and peaceably fubmit—we fhall, 
under fuch limits as they think fit, labour on 
our own, and enjoy as much of the fruit and 
benefit of our labour, as they fhall fee and judge 
beft for us.——If we will fubmit as dutiful fer- 
vants, they mean not to flarve us, but to allow 
us as much food.and cloathing as they judge we 
need : And, fure, they can judge as well or bet. 
ter than we. Asto what we can earn, overand 
above this, as to be fure, we can make no 
good ufe of it, we may dépend upon it, that they 
will ufe it wifely, but we-need not enquire how.—- 
Rabfhakeh engages—till he fees fit, to come and 
remove them to fome other part of the em- 
pire—as matters, we know, may wifely employ 
their fervants, now in one, now in another part 
of their efiates, as they judge proper. 


Thus 
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Thus Britain begins to tell—of removing us 
from county to county, from province to pro- 
vince, or from America to Britain, as fhe fees 
bett. : 

‘ Further, to enforce his propofals, Rabfhakeli 
threatens, and produces his forces ; and fo does 
Britain. ee 

Rabfhakeh winds of with—« truft pot in the 
Lord ”’: And Britain affects to defpife our expec: 
tations of help frota God or from mans 

Meceschitot, — = arr Ros 

We may fee what is right for us to do in the 
prefent day. , 

The Jews fubmitted not—and, in his ‘own 
time and way, the Lord delivered them. 

They trufted in God; and fo may we—op- 
pofing the power of God to Britain’s force ; his 
wifdom to their craft ; his rirhteoufnef to their 
injuftice. Thus may we truii in the Lord, and 
yet hope in his mercy. 

We hear not, indeed, how the Jews agreed 
in their refufals to fabmit.- If, however, there 
were fome, as generally in fimilar cafes fince, 


“who were difpofed to fubmit ; they were over-rn: 


led in their falfe humility, or worfe defigns. 
May “we then, prizing the gifts of heaveti, 

feeling our own unworthinefs of them, and 

knowing whence our effectual help muft come, 


ftudy to preferve them—neither proudly trufting 


in our Own ftrength and deferts, or, lazily and 
falfly, pretending truft in God ; while we negle& 
the open paths his providence points ont. 

In the 2d Chronicles 32d Chap.—where we 
have an account of this fame affair, we are told 
that “* Hezekiah and the people took counfel, 
and ftopped the fountains of water without the 

city, 
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city, and the brook that ran through the midi 
of the land”. This was, doubtlefs, an inconve: 
mence to themfelves—to be obliged; for them- 
felves and cattle, to depend on the walls within 
the city. But they chofe to fubmit to it, as the lef 
fer evil—willing for a feafon to deny themfelves of 
things convenient, that they might prcferve things 
necefary—willing to ule probable means, while 
they depended on God to apply thofé which 
were effectual. Had they fubmitted, or neglec- 
ted obvious means, under the pretence of ttuft- 
ing God; their truft would have contradiéted 
itlelf. 

Thus may we learn to do likewife. Many 
things are not necefary for us. But it is nece = 
ry for us to obey the voice of that God who 
hath faid, “ if ye may be free uf it rather’. * 

Let us then hearken to the voice of ss 
the calls of juftice—the fighs of ovr. land. =the 
example of the wife and good—and in our'refpec- 
tive {pheres, endeavour to ftop the waters 
that would pleafe and ftrengthen the enemies of 
our fouls, and of our country—the waters of 
contention, ungodlinefs, unkindnefs; and {felfifh- 
nefs ; which provoke God, oppofe truft in him, 
and tend to our own ruin. Let us endeavour 
to do that faithfully, whatever felf-denial it cof 
us, which demands our concurrence. Let us 
put ourfelves under the protection of the univer- 
fal King, and truft in him that Rabfhakeh bla 
phemed, whofe laws of juftice, from the influence 
of defigning men, Britain feems at prefent dif 
pofed to neglect. 

Peaceable meafures of oppofition, if poffible, 
humanity will diétate. Such meafures, to the 
fatisfaction of every =" mind, are — 

ed 
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fd by the late grand council of America, with 
the moft defirable union —Meafures which re- 
quire but only felf denial, or conquering our-. 
felves—Meafures, however, I add, which will effec- 
tually try the virtue and wifdom of America— 
which tuppofe a degree of both, that felffh minds 
\ can hardly believe any capable of. Our enemies 
know, that if thefe meafures-can’t be defeated, 
they muft and will defeat them. The various 
arts of felfith craft, to perfuade us of the un- 
lawfulnefs, or impratticability of them, and to 
fow diffentions and jealoufies among us, we 
have feen exerted, and may further expect. 
But we are not fure they will ftop here. We 
have feen fome attempts to intimidate us; and 
hear many founding threatnings. Troops, to the 
amount of thoufands, ftationed in the Capital 
; is Province ; the general of the army ap- 
ed Governor of the Province ; armed for- 
ces fent to ftop a legal town meeting—and Called 
off, obvioufly, only for want of ftrength to fe- 
cure aretreat; a naval force in our principal 
Harbours ; batterics erected at the entrance of. 
our Capital; the loud noife of the enemies of 
their country, publifhing for certain the fpeedy 
arrival of foreign troops, feconded by Canadians 
-and Indians—in addition to the brutal threats 
of North that he would “ lay America at his 
feet” —explain’d, by being taken out of the me- 
taphor, to mean “ obedience”, without referve 
“to the mother country”, or, in plainer en- 
lith, to himielf the minifter ;—and this com- 
pared with the manifeft readinefs of the new 
Parliament to fecond, to the utmoft of their 
power, the defigns of the Minifter—{carce leave: 


us even fecble hopes, but from the uniearchable 
wns 
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ways of Providence, but that we muf e’er long 

** hear the found of the trumpet, and the alarm 

of war, and of garments rolled in blood”. t 
From the virtue of the minifter we can hope 
for nothing. To the utmoft of his power we 
have reafon, to fear. From the virtue of a na- 
tion, fo large a part of which have again fold 
themfelves to thofe that have heretofore mani- 
fefted their refolution to fell their country and 
juttice, we can expect but little. Luxury and 
Selfifhnefs, ’tis true, have their feelings. To 
thote feelings, in our commercial plan, we mean 
to apply: But have little reafon to think—the 
crafty minifter will chufe to hazard the event 

while mafter of the force of the nation. 
From foreign alliances, always precarious, and fre- 
quently mifchievous, we have but litle helpato 
expect.—Europe is, at length, again in pea 
The fons of the north, the Rutlians, -ha 
by froft and rugged living ; experienc 
late in a fuccefsful war ; now at leifure; 
are threatned,—thall try further campaigns in 
the fields of America, Can the minifter find 
means to pay them; no doubt they 
ate Their fovereign is a tyrant--them- 
elves flaves,—unacquainted with liberty, unleis 
by. diftant rumours, or feclings of humanity— 
ftifled in their birth by their flavifh fituation. 
Worthy executioners of minifterial juftice. 

Shall we then be idle: when, under God, 
we muft depend only on our felves? Duty to 
almighty God, who has commanded us. “ not 
to be the fervants of men”, forbids it. Bene- 


__yolence to mankind, who, in oppolition to the 
laws of. nature and of God, are almoft divi- 
ded into the ignoble characters of tyrants and 


flaves, 
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flaves, forbids it. Gratitude to the nation, that 


once taught us how to prize freedom, forbids it, 
Juftice to our Fathers, who fo dearly purchafed 


the bleflings for us, forbids it. Juftice to our- © 


{elves and unbprn millions, forbids it. 

No doubt much is to be fuffered, rather than 
enter on the horrors of war. But though the 
iffue of war be ever doubtful : equal horrors of 
flavery are not doubtful, 

If juft Heaven fhould call us to the field ; 
we know not yet all the enemies we fhall have 
toencounter. Weare told—they will be, moft- 
ly or all, regular troops. 
large bodies act —’tis. plainly neceflary that 
e fhould he fome methodin which.they may 
act together. No doubt im this there may be, 
often is, as in clothing, mere finery diftinct 
ufe. But a fteady feries of facts prove, 
ell asthe nature of the thing, that fmall 
tive bodies of men, who know, how to 
their weapons, and a¢t together, and fup- 
port one another —have ever been, in a long 
conteft, far fuperior to thofe wha have ruthed on, 
without any thing but accidental fupport from one 
itnefs, amonga multitude of other 
inftances, the tate fuccefs of a imall part of the 
force of Britain, in the hands of the Eaft-India 
Company, againft a people as numerous as the 
inhabitants of thefe Colonies. ‘Thus, alfo, the 
Ruffians, who have lately taumphed over the 
Turks, were, not long fince in the largeft_ num- 
bers, the /port of the Swedes, their lefs nume- 
rous, but more expert neighbours, 


Perhaps the time, uecefiary to attain the ef- 
fentials, may not be long: but fome attention ~~ 
and pains are furely neceflary. , 


if 
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; I think then we have reafon to be thankful: 
that a fpirit for military difcipline prevails fo far in 
~ this and the neighbouring Provinces.—Tis pity - 

there have been heats in anytowns about the choice 
of Officers—we Hear of none in this. There 
can be no rule in prudentials, where many aré 
concern’d, but that the minority acqui¢ice. At 
thisday ‘tis partictilarly meceflary. & i 
we may fafely fay, that as. great difficul 
arifen where Officers have been appoi 
the old channel. Prudent faithful =n en 
however, be very cautious how they mak 
where fo much depends on union. © — 
Some, and we hear a large proportion in 
town, have engaged, agreeable to the p 
the Proviacial Council, to hold yourfelves im 
particular readinefs to actin the fervice of. your 
Country. The friends and enemies of 
Country are much interefted in your conduét.— 
*’Tis to be hoped and expected that you wilFKe 
the grand queftion- in view are t 
the flaves of Britons? If they are, you 
with that of America, is Treafon, Reb 
all that fober men ought to avoid. Ff / 
nof—-avoid this fervitude iaith God.—avoid ‘it 
fay jultice, confcience and intereft-—Oppofe it 
in the moft effectual manner faith prudence. 
Laat we fhould be bound by them i all cafes 
whatfoever, is the unbounded claim and fteady 
purfuit of Briton.—They tell us of millions of 
mafters—the fingle flave finds it difficult toferve 
“one.—But they, and their affiftants among us, 
who feem generally to expect to be drivers, or 
to be very much favour’d in their tafk, are all 
earneit to perfuade us that we thall find the beft 
of mafters, if we will fubmit. But this is but 
cold 
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zold comfort, if true.—I am told that the Negroes, 
when brought from Africa—have often, or ge. 


aye greater promifes. 

My friends, I wifh you, and your country wifhes 
youcalmnefs of ey cate and firmnefs in conduct. 
_ The times call for particular induftry in ae- 


quiringemecelry military fkill—You have cho- 


en your Officers :—we hope you will pay them . 


a decent and neceflary refpeét—filence and atten- 
tion, are, I think effentials, without which no 
ders can be regarded. 

ou endeavour to equal the regulars in 
exactnels of their motions—none, I hope will 
pt to equal or compare with them in pro- 
eft and tipling, The courage they hereby 
deftroy coftly furniture, and abufe thofe 
e fober, will {carcely prove them quite 
cible. 
iends, though I am_ not able to aflure 
1 the events of our prefent controver- 
fure Iam that you are called, in com- 
th the reft of the world, to a conteft in 


~ 


